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ON THE COVER 

This El Greco painting is called The Adoration of 

the Shepherds.  He painted other similar nativity 

scenes.  One marvelous detail in this painting is 

the foreshadowing El Greco does with the lamb 

at the bottom of the painting.   

The lamb is tied up.  It is not free.  It bound for 

slaughter.  So the Lamb of God has bound 

himself to his Father’s will, is placed in a manger 

bound for slaughter.   

Our great joy at Christmas is not just over the 

birth of a child in humble circumstances.  Our 

great joy is the birth of the Savior, the Lamb of 

God who takes away the sin of the world! 

  Let your conversation always be full of grace,  
seasoned with salt,  

so that you may know how to answer everyone.  
 ~ Colossians 4.6 

 

COUNCIL UPDATE: 
• Copies of the 2018 budget are now available in the back of the church for your own personal review. Please take 

a copy and speak to myself, Scott Manley or Greg Thiele if there are any questions.  

• The next Congregational Meeting is scheduled for December 10th after the 11am service. We will review and 
vote on the 2018 budget, hear reports from each board/committee as well as review an itemized report on the 500 

+ 40 Fund (Spoiler: There will be another steeple update).  
• The Christmas Concert is scheduled for 6pm on Sunday, December 17th. Our talented pool of musicians and 

choir members have been working hard to make this year's event a night to remember. Please make plans to join us 
on this festive evening of music and singing. 

• If there are any questions at all about anything regarding the Council's work or things going on at Sola Fide, 
please do not hesitate to contact myself or anyone else on the Council. We are here to serve Christ's church and 

you. 
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BOOK OF THE MONTH 
Martin Luther's Christmas Book  

This collection of writings from Martin Luther, 

compiled by Luther biographer Roland Bainton, is a 

wonderful resource for home devotions during the 

seasons of Advent and Christmas. 

Listen to Luther proclaim the good news of the birth 

of the Savior.  Marvel with the shepherds and rejoice 

at the message of the angels—Today in the town of 

David a savior is born to you, he is Christ the Lord! 

BOOKS FOR KIDS 

Messiah-The Greatest Sermon Ever Sung  

Written by Pastor Tony Pittenger and illustrated by 

Jonathan Mayer, Messiah-the Greatest Sermon Ever 

Sung is a running commentary for G.F. Handel's great 

oratorio. The book began as a "listening Bible study". 

While the music was being played the reader could 

follow along with brief explanations of both the 

Biblical texts being sung and the music being played. 

Anyone familiar with Handel's "Messiah" knows that 

it is a feast for the ears. Now that Pittenger's notes 

have been combined with Mayer's illustrations, it is a 

feast for the eyes and for the soul. This book 

introduces the new listener to God's promised 

Messiah, the central figure of Handel's oratorio. Those 

already familiar with the music and texts will be 

reintroduced to their old friend.  

https://www.amazon.com/Martin-Luther-Christmas-Herbert-Bainton/dp/0800618432/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1509040487&sr=8-3&keywords=martin+luther%27s+christmas+book
http://online.nph.net/messiah.html
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Instructions: 
1.Color the 
candles 
2.Cut ‘em out  
3.Roll ‘em up 
4.Tape ‘em  up 
5.Cut 2 slits at 
the bottom 

6.Fold 3 feet 
out so they 
kind of, might, 
hopefully will 
stand up. 
 
 
 

And all the 
while talk 
about what 
they mean! 
(See the next 
page for that) 
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THE ADVENT WREATH AND 
ITS CANDLES 

The following is from the WELS FAQ 

The four candles in an Advent wreath emphasize 

the four week period of penitence and preparation 

during Advent, as we eagerly await the coming of 

the Light of the world to bring new life and hope. 

The advent wreath became quite popular in homes 

in post-Reformation Germany. It seems pretty 

certain that in many German homes families had a 

custom of lighting four candles during advent, 

candles placed in a wreath of evergreens. When 

these candles were lit, Scripture and prayer was part 

of the custom and the family devotion time was a 

time of instructing the children about Christ’s 

coming. Later, the custom crossed over different 

denominational lines and other faith traditions 

adapted its use. Today, you can find Advent 

wreathes in many Protestant and Roman churches. 

Since the custom has seen so many different 

adaptations, you will also find numerous 

explanations of the four candles. (If there is a fifth, 

a white candle in the center, it is called the Christ 

Candle, and is lit on Christmas.) Some call the first 

candle the Prophecy Candle, or the Hope Candle, 

or the Expectation Candle. It reminded believers 

that God had promised throughout the Old 

Testament that he would send a Messiah, the 

Shepherd King, to save his people. The second 

candle is called the Bethlehem candle, or 

sometimes the Peace Candle. (Others call it the 

Preparation candle.) The third candle is sometimes 

called the shepherds’ candle or the joy candle. It 

was often a pink color. The fourth candle is called 

the angel candle or the love candle. Naturally, for 

all of these themes, appropriate Scripture 

references could be used to help hearers and 

worshippers consider the various Advent themes of 

preparation, repentance, fulfillment of promises, the 

joy of Christ’s coming. 

The colors of the advent candles also vary. The 

oldest tradition had three purple candles, for purple 

was the color of royalty and repentance. How else 

would God’s people prepare for the coming of the 

King of kings? On the third Sunday in Advent the 

rose or pink candle was lit. This is the candle that 

emphasized the joy of the shepherds as they heard 

the news.  

More recently, one sees all four candles in a deep 

blue color, reflecting the liturgical color of Advent 

that is quite common now. Blue is the color that 

reminds us of heaven and the expectation we have 

that Jesus is coming again. Blue is quite common in 

Lutheran churches since Lutheran Christians often 

emphasize the meaning of Advent as the season of 

coming. The readings then remind us of Christ’s 

first coming in all humility. We remember also his 

promise that he will come again in glory. And we 

also pray that he come into our hearts through the 

Spirit’s gracious working with the Gospel, so that 

with the gift of faith we now are heirs of that 

heavenly glory through Christ. Notice how often 

Advent hymns interweave these three “comings” of 

Christ! 

The four candles remind us that in the four weeks 

of Advent we are preparing for the coming of the 

Christ Child, who is the light of the world. The 

wreath of evergreen could also help a person think 

of the victory and the new and everlasting life we 

have in Jesus.  

Blessings on your Advent preparation to welcome 

the King, our Savior Jesus! 
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FROM HEAVEN HIGH 
By Martin Luther for children 

 
Angel 

From heaven high I come to earth. 

I bring you tidings of  great mirth. 

This mirth is such a wondrous thing 

That I must tell you all and sing. 

 

A little child for you this morn 

Has from a chosen maid been born, 

A little child so tender, sweet, 

That you should skip upon your feet. 

 

He is the Christ, our God indeed, 

Who saves you all in every need. 

He will himself  your Saviour be 

From all wrong doing make you free. 

 

He brings you every one to bliss. 

The heavenly Father sees to this. 

You shall be here with us on high. 

Here shall you live and never die. 

 

Look now, you children, at the sign, 

A manger cradle far from fine. 

A tiny baby you will see. 

Upholder of  the world is he. 

 

Children 

How glad we’ll be if  it is so! 

With all the shepherds let us go 

To see what God for us has done 

In sending us his own dear Son. 

 

Look, look, my heart, and let me peek. 

Whom in the manger do you seek? 

Who is this lovely little one? 

The Baby Jesus, God’s own Son. 

 

 

 

Be welcome, Lord; be now our guest. 

By you poor sinners have been blessed. 

In nakedness and cold you lie. 

How can I thank you—how can I? 
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O Lord, who made and molded all,  

How did you come to be so small 

That you should lie upon dry grass, 

The fodder of  the ox and ass? 

 

 

 

And if  the world were twice as wide, 

With gold and precious jewels inside, 

Still such a cradle would not do 

To hold a babe as great as you. 

The velvet and the silken ruff, 

For these the hay is good enough. 

Here lies a prince and Lord of  all, 

A king within an ass’s stall. 

 

You wanted so to make me know 

That you had let all great things go. 

You had a palace in the sky; 

You left it there for such as I. 

 

O dear Lord Jesus, for your head 

Now will I make the softest bed. 

The chamber where this bed shall be 

Is in my heart, inside of  me. 

 

I can play the whole day long. 

I’ll dance and sing for you a song. 

A soft and soothing lullaby, 

So sweet that you will never cry. 

 

All 

To God who sent his only Son 

Be glory, laud, and honor done. 

Let all the choir of  heaven rejoice, 

The new ring in with heart and voice. 
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SHOWING MERCY 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His 

mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, 

but before they came together, she was found to be with child 

through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband 

was a righteous man and did not want to expose her 

to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 

But after he had considered this, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph 

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as 

your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the 

Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you 

are to give him the name Jesus, because he will 

save his people from their sins.” All this took 

place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 

prophet: “The virgin will be with child and will give 

birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—

which means, “God with us.”  

Finding himself in an unpleasant if not completely 

heartbreaking circumstance, righteous Joseph quietly 

planned to handle things in the way that he thought 

best. His plan reflects both the brokenness of the 

situation as well as a kind and gentle heart. She can 

no longer be his betrothed but he has no desire to 

see her shamed.  

My rights, my honor, my plans, my way… these self-

consumed thoughts are not possessing Joseph’s mind 

and I love him for that. His plan is to show mercy, 

because HE has been shown mercy. 

Joseph’s righteousness is the same as yours and mine. 

Not sinless and holy and perfect in action word and 

thought, but declared forgiven, righteous and holy 

through faith in the promise.  

How wonderful is the way in which our God chose 

to use and to bless righteous Joseph! You have no 

need to be afraid, your betrothed has not fallen into a 

marriage breaking sin. The child she bears is the one 

in whom you trust for mercy, the one of the promise, 

God with Us. YOU give him his name, the name by 

which he will be known for all eternity. YOU call 

him Jesus (he saves) because he will save his people 

from their sins.  

Wir sind alle bettler, hoc est verum- We are all 

beggars, this is true!  

These words were found written on a scrap of paper 

found in Luther’s pocket at the time of his death. 

Like righteous Joseph, Martin Luther recognized his 

own broken need for mercy that leads to mercy 

shown to others.  

Show mercy, as you speak to your spouse, your 

children, your parents, your siblings, your coworkers. 

Show mercy, by being quick to forgive, say a kind 

word, or take the last place. 

Show mercy, and invite someone to join you for 

worship this Christmas eve. 

There we will hear and sing and rejoice in the good 

news that the promise has been kept! Jesus has come 

to save his people from their sins.  

-Pastor Kober 
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OUR CHRISTMAS 
CELEBRATIONS 

We have many opportunities to celebrate Christmas 

together this year!  There are so many aspects of this 

great mystery that God has become man to be our 

Savior, that we could hardly have enough services!  

Join us on Christmas Eve and Day as we sing with 

the angels “Glory be to God on high!” 

Dec 24th 7pm Service of Lessons and Carols 

Dec 24th 11pm Midnight Mass 

Dec 25th 10am Christmas Day Service 

 

In the first few days of Christmas the Church 

continues to rejoice in the Savior’s birth by 

considering the effects of Christmas.   

Jesus makes us bold like He made Stephen.   Jesus 

makes us loving like He made John.   Jesus makes us 

precious like He made the boys of Bethlehem. 

Come and contemplate what Christmas means for us, 

how faith in the Christ-child changes us.  These saints 

days are like Hebrews 11 and 12.  Surrounded by such 

a  great cloud of witness, we will fix our eyes on Jesus. 

Dec 26th 10am St Stephen’s Matins 

Dec 27th 7pm St John’s Vespers 

Dec 31st 8&11am (no SS/BC) Holy Innocents 

 

As we enter into a New Year we close out the old in 

thanks for another year of God’s grace and pray that 

he would guide our ways in the coming year.   

Dec 31st 7pm New Year’s Eve Worship 

 

I pray that you will be able to join us for these 

services at this special time of the year! 
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As we prepare for the upcoming most wonderful, 

happy, merry and blessed Christmas and New Year 

celebrations, may we give thanks, praise and honor 

to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in all our 

thoughts words and deeds.  

 But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in 

speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 

and in your love for us – see that you also excel 

in this grace of giving. 2 Corinthians 8:7 

Pastor Kober kicked off the 500 &40 Years of 

Thankfulness program in the DEC/2016 

Congregational meeting, which we have used as our 

basis for the 2017 Stewardship articles.  Through the 

grace of our Lord and Savior, the goal of the 2017 

Stewardship articles was to focus us on FEASTING 

in the Gospel, CARING for one another, 

RECONCILING with our brothers and sisters in 

Christ, and SHINING in the world! 

 

Revelation 2:10 - (Jesus said) "Do not fear what 

As we wind down 2017 preparing for the glorious 
celebration of the birth of our Savior and Redeemer 
Jesus Christ, I’m using the OCT/31, 2017 LCMS 
daily devotion as part of our final 500 &40 Years of 
Thankfulness 2017 Stewardship article as presented 
by Pastor Ken Klaus, Speaker emeritus of The 
Lutheran Hour®, Lutheran Hour Ministries, which 
can be shared freely. 

you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about 

to throw some of you into prison, that you may be 

tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. 

Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the 

crown of life." 

A good many years ago, I was in Alaska for a 

Reformation Day rally.  

Totally by accident, a tour which was being hosted by 

my brilliant Lutheran Hour predecessor and 

octogenarian, Dr. Oswald Hoffmann, happened to be 

in Anchorage at the same time. Hearing that Ossie 

was going to be making a presentation in the 

afternoon, Pam and I decided to attend. 

Before Ossie took center stage, another fellow was 

there talking about the Reformation. During the 

course of the man's rather dry remarks, I thought 

Ossie had fallen asleep. I was wrong. When the 

speaker asked, "Does anyone know what Luther's last 

words were?" without opening his eyes, Ossie said, 

"Yah." Ignoring Dr. Hoffmann, the speaker asked 

again, "Does anyone know what Luther's last words 

were?" A second time, Ossie responded, "Yah." 

Appearing somewhat put out by what he considered 

to be an interruption, the speaker turned to Ossie and 

asked, "Okay, Dr. Hoffmann, just what were Luther's 

last words?" 

For the first time Ossie opened his eyes and said, 

"Luther's last word was "Ja"--"Yes." 

I looked it up and found Dr. Hoffmann was right. 

Martin Luther, the great reformer, was born in the 

small German town of Eisleben. Sixty-three years 

later, Luther returned to that town to preach. While 

he was there he was struck down by an illness. In 

great pain he called out, "O God, how I suffer!" Then 

he lapsed into semi-consciousness. While Luther was 

in that condition, a friend came to him and 

whispered, "Reverend Father, do you still hold to 

You are the light of  the world…let your light 

shine before me, that they may 

 see your good deeds and praise your Father in 

heaven. (Matthew 5:14a,16) 

500 &40 
Years of Thankfulness 

1517 + 1977 + 2017 
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Christ and the doctrine you have preached?" 

With great effort, Luther responded, "Yes!" After 

that, Luther went home to be with God. 

In the course of his life, Luther had written more 

than 60,000 pages. In those pages, he had, once 

again, placed the Bible into the hands of the people; 

he had reemphasized the scriptural truth that we are 

saved by God's grace rather than by our actions, and 

he had let the world know that our just God had 

done everything necessary so lost souls could be 

saved through the sacrifice of His Son. 

Today, much of Christianity celebrates the 500th 

anniversary of the Reformation which began the day 

Luther nailed his 95 debating points on the church 

door in Wittenberg. We give thanks to the Lord for 

using the writings of a humble German friar to bless 

us. 

But as we do, we also must say that of all of his 

words in all the books, pamphlets, sermons, and 

letters Luther said and wrote, no word was more 

important than his last, simple, "Yah." 

With that single word, Luther declined to recant that 

which he had so powerfully preached and 

proclaimed. With that word, Luther showed that 

when everything else is gone and there are no more 

tomorrows, we are saved by God-given faith in the 

crucified and risen Redeemer. 

 

May we, through HIS unselfish, loving and freely 

given grace, always confess we are saved by faith 

alone, as shown in Scripture alone, by God's grace 

alone remaining focused on: 

FEASTING in the Gospel – They devoted 

themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 

prayer. (Acts 2:42) 

CARING for one another – Therefore, as we have 

opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of 

believers. (Galatians 6:10)  

RECONCILING with our brothers and sisters in 

Christ – How good and pleasant it is when 

brothers live together in unity! (Psalm 133:1) 

SHINING in the world – You are the light of the 

world…let your light shine before men, that they 

may see your good deeds and praise your Father 

in heaven. (Matthew 5:14a, 16)  

I STILL SAY, “MERRY CHRISTMAS” 

2017V12 - Gary Heinitz - Stewardship Chair, 

stewardship@solafide.com  

Is this something you also believe? I pray that you, 
like Luther, can say, "Yah!" 

 
THE PRAYER: Dear Lord, we give thanks for the 
heroes of faith whom You have raised up. We rejoice 
that You took sinners and used them to accomplish 
Your purposes. Today I ask that the Holy Spirit touch 
lost hearts and let them join with Luther in his last 
confession of faith: "Yah. I am saved by faith alone, 
as shown in Scripture alone, by God's grace alone." In 
Jesus' Name. Amen.  

mailto:stewardship@solafide.com
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Home Altar Resources have been available throughout this year.  A new booklet can be picked up now.  The 
hymn that is featured in this new booklet is printed above.   These verses are prayers to Jesus that help pre-
pare our hearts for the celebration of his birth. 


