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ON THE COVER 

The Russian painter Julius Sergius von Klever was 

known for his landscape paintings.  In this painting he 

shows Jesus walking on the rough waters of the Sea of 

Galilee.  If you are looking at this in the printed black 

and white edition take a look at our website to find it in 

the full warm color that he painted this scene in. 

The sun which Christ created serves as a halo in this 

scene.  The heavens declare the glory of God!  The wind 

and the waves, through threatening and dangerous do 

not faze our Lord.  He walks calmly on top of them.   

What peace this even brings to us!  Even the wind and 

the waves obey him!  We can be at peace in our own 

stormy lives knowing the love of God in Christ Jesus 

our Lord! 

  Let your conversation always be full of grace,  
seasoned with salt,  

so that you may know how to answer everyone.  
 ~ Colossians 4.6 
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BOOK OF THE MONTH 
Commonplaces: Loci Communes 1521  

Philip Melancthon was a colleague of Martin Luther.  

He wrote these commonplaces, which go through the 

main thoughts of Christian teaching.  Martin Luther 

said of this book, “Next to Holy Scripture, there is no 

better book.”  That is some pretty high praise, high 

enough praise that it is worth considering adding it to 

your library. 

BOOKS FOR KIDS 

Best Loved Parables of Jesus  

We have used this book in the Berg house.  It does a 

wonderful job of making clear the main point of these 

parables.  The art work is engaging.  The words are 

understandable for young children.  And most 

important the good news of Jesus’ love comes across 

clearly. 

https://www.cph.org/p-23630-commonplaces-loci-communes-1521.aspx
https://www.cph.org/p-24546-best-loved-parables-of-jesus.aspx?REName=Books%20%26%20Bibles&plk=1318&Lk=0&rlk=240
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KIDS’ PAGE 
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BLESSED EPIPHANY 

January 6th is the beginning of a new season of the 

church year.  After the twelve days of Christmas 

the season of Epiphany begins.  This season 

sometimes gets overlooked or ignored.  We do not 

give it the attention that we give to Christmas or 

Easter but this season is a beautiful part of the 

church year.  Epiphany is a joyous celebration of 

how Jesus is revealed to us. 

The focus of this season (as is the focus of every 

season) is Jesus.  In this season different truths 

about Jesus are revealed from the readings.  These 

truths are bookended by the first and last Sundays 

after Epiphany. 

On the First Sunday after the Epiphany we 

celebrate the Baptism of Jesus.  At his Baptism the 

heavens were opened and the voice of the Father 

spoke, “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I 

am well pleased” (Mark 1:11).  The Holy Spirit 

descended on Jesus like a dove.  Jesus was revealed 

as the Son of God anointed by the Spirit to 

proclaim freedom to the captives. 

On the Last Sunday after the Epiphany we 

celebrate the Transfiguration of our Lord.  At his 

Transfiguration Jesus took Peter James and John 

with him up a mountain where his clothes became 

dazzling white and Elijah and Moses appeared.  

“Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a 

voice came from the cloud: ‘This is my Son, whom 

I love.  Listen to him!’” (Mark 9:7).  Before this 

Jesus had predicted his death to his disciples.  The 

Father wanted the disciples to listen to the truth 

that Jesus was going to Jerusalem to die for the sins 

of the world.  Jesus was revealed as the Son of God 

anointed to take up the cross. 

The other Sundays also reveal truths about Jesus.  

As you come to hear God’s word during the 

upcoming Epiphany season, listen for what is 

revealed about Jesus in the lessons read, Sermons 

preached, and hymns sung. 

In keeping with this focus of the season there has 

also been an interesting tradition of a ‘revealing,’ of 

sorts.  The focus of the entire church year is Jesus, 

our Savior.  In the same way then the church year 

revolves around Easter when our Savior rose from 

the dead.  Since the date of Easter changes from 

year to year on Epiphany some churches have 

announced the upcoming dates from Ash 

Wednesday through the celebration of Jesus’ 

resurrection.  I would like to take this opportunity to 

announce those upcoming dates so that we have our 

celebration of the work Jesus has done for our 

salvation. 

Ash Wednesday—February 14th 

Palm Sunday—March 25th 

Maundy Thursday—March 29th 

Good Friday—March 30th 

Holy Saturday—March 31st 

Easter Sunday—April 1st 

May God bless your Epiphany Season as Jesus 

reveals himself to you through the readings of 

Scripture. 

In the Name of Jesus, 

Pastor Berg 
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Did you forget this morning to give thanks and praise as 

Christ has blessed us with a new day and new year of 

Grace? What a blessing that the season of CHRISTmas 

has once again shined upon us as we celebrated the 

birth of our Lord and Savior and look forward to 2018 

New Year celebration giving thanks and honor to our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

If you attended the DEC/2016 Congregational meeting, 

Pastor Kober introduced the 500 &40 Years of 

Thankfulness program.  If you attended the 

DEC/2017 Congregational meeting both Pastor Kober 

and Scott Manley (Finance Chair) were ecstatic on the 

blessings our Lord and Savior granted us as brothers 

and sisters in Christ here at Sola Fide. 

In faith, we went into 2017 asking Christ to bless our 

endeavor to fund an aggressive 500 & 40 Years of 

Thankfulness program and a deficit budget. It was 

reported that, in faith, we met almost 2/3rds of our 

500 & 40 Years of Thankfulness goal and our 

deficit budget is forecasted to be almost 1/2 of the 

original projection.  We give thanks for the 

generosity of hearts through Christ that leads our 

generosity of our Stewardship of our Time, Talents 

and Treasures. 

Yet, our inheritance of eternal life is not one laid on 

the foundations of our works but because we are 

God’s children By Grace Alone, by Faith Alone 

and by Scriptures alone. It is through God’s grace 

that we can live a Jesus-Centered life and through 

HIS grace, we will be using a book by H. R. Curtis 

titled 5 Things You Can Do To Live A Jesus-Centered Life 

for the basis of our 2018 Stewardship articles.   

Obviously, as noted in the last 2017 Stewardship 

Living a  

Jesus–Centered 

Life 

And a ruler asked {Jesus],  “Good Teacher, what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?” Luke 18:18 
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article, our salvation is By Grace Alone, by Faith 

Alone and by Scriptures alone; yet we ask ourselves, 

others and our Pastors, as the ruler did Jesus, “Good 

Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal 

life?” (Luke 18:18) 

Yes, a ridiculous question for a Christian but one that 

is often asked for us to explain and the short answer 

is: Salvation is in Christ alone, not in our actions. Yet, we 

must remember, as Christians, our actions do matter 

and affect our life of faith. 

The saying if it walks like a duck and quacks like a 

duck, then it’s a duck.  So as Christians, we would 

want all our actions to affirm our salvation in Christ 

and Apostle Paul affirms how this applies in our 

Christian life:  9 For we are co-workers in God’s 

service; you are God’s field, God’s building. 

10 By the grace God has given me, I laid a 

foundation as a wise builder, and someone else is 

building on it. But each one should build with 

care. 11 For no one can lay any foundation other 

than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
12 If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, 

silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 their 

work will be shown for what it is, because the 

Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with 

fire, and the fire will test the quality of each 

person’s work. 14 If what has been built survives, 

the builder will receive a reward. 15 If it is burned 

up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be 

saved—even though only as one escaping 

through the flames. (1 Corinthians 3:9-15) 

So, what are you building with? Wood? Hay? Straw? 

Silver? Gold? Stones? Good Works? Pride? 

I give thanks that our salvation foundation is set in 

Jesus Christ, a foundation of saving grace which 

surpasses all understanding. A foundation, through 

Christ, to build upon because you are worth Christ’s 

life given for us on the cross. 6 Are not five sparrows 

sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is 

forgotten by God. 7 Indeed, the very hairs of your 

head are all numbered. Don’t be afraid; you are 

worth more than many sparrows. (Luke 12:6-7) and 

so we are not forgotten either. 

If we are not forgotten and can rejoice in HIS salvation 

for us, should we not strive, through Christ, to live 

lives of joy, weathering all difficulties that come our 

way as we look to Christ on the cross with a life of 

service to God, our brothers and sisters in Christ and 

all that need to hear the good news? 

Do Not Worry 

22 Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell 

you, do not worry about your life, what you will 

eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 23 For 

life is more than food, and the body more than 

clothes. …25 Who of you by worrying can add a 

single hour to your life? 26 Since you cannot do this 

very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?  

…28 If that is how God clothes the grass of the 

field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown 

into the fire, how much more will he clothe you—

you of little faith! 29 And do not set your heart on 

what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 

…31 But seek his kingdom, and these things will be 

given to you as well. 

32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has 

been pleased to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your 

possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses 

for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in 

heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes 

near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Luke 

12:22-23; 25-26; 28-29; 31-34) 
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