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In 1970 five families gathered in Clayton County, 

Georgia and formed the first Wisconsin Synod 

congregation in Georgia.  Five years later, Sola 

Scriptura (By Scripture Alone) was in their new 

sanctuary on Flat Shoals Road in Decatur.  In late 

1976, it was determined that a second congregation 

should be established in the Atlanta area.  After 

investigation, it was decided to locate in the 

Lawrenceville area.  A minister was called and on 

July 17, 1977, Pastor Larry Zahn, a recent graduate 

of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in Mequon, 

Wisconsin was ordained at Sola Scriptura.   

Services began at the Kindercare Center in 

Lawrenceville with about 25 attending.  After 

careful consideration and discussion, Sola Fide (By 

Faith Alone) was selected as the name of the 

congregation.  A search for a piece of land began in 

early 1978.  By November, four acres had been 

purchased on Scenic Highway (124) and a sign 

proclaimed this as the future site of Sola Fide 

Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

A combined chapel and educational building was 

dedicated in February 1981.  The building 

contained 2,100 square feet.  As the physical 

structure had grown during 1980, so did the 

congregation totaling 81 members with an average 

attendance of 45.  The fifth anniversary of Sola 

Fide was celebrated on July 25, 1982 with a potluck 

and cookout.  With 159 members, it was one of the 

fastest growing churches in the South Central 

Conference of the South Atlantic District.  The 

incredible growth of   Sola Fide was a reflection of 

the Lord’s blessings. 

In the Fall of 1983, the congregation sought Synod’s 

approval to construct a parsonage.  Weather delayed 

work on the parsonage, but in November 1984, the 

Zahn family moved out of rental housing and into 

the new three bedroom house.  Around the same 

time, Sola Fide received permission to begin 

planning for a new sanctuary. Attendance averaged 

120 per Sunday and an additional Sunday worship 

service was offered in September of 1985. 

In 1985 the first Labor Day Retreat for churches in 

the South Atlantic district was organized with the 

leadership coming from Sola Fide.  Many future 

friendships with other brothers and sisters in Christ 

were fostered and whole families were invited to 

come and worship and relax for the weekend. This 

has continued to this day and many individuals from 

congregations throughout the South have attended 

over the years. 

The new sanctuary was dedicated on March 2, 1986. 

There were 250 at the dedication service. By the end 

of 1986, average attendance was 150. The new 

worship facility was able to accommodate it nicely 

and we continued to offer two services each Sunday. 

God’s blessings were abundant in the nine years 

since 25 members gathered together to ask for his 

blessing in the summer of 1977. 

In August of 1987 with Sola Fide as host church, we 

and the other WELS churches in the Atlanta area 

hosted the WELS International Youth Rally at Rock 

Eagle 4-H Campground in Eatonton, Georgia.  This 

effort brought over 1,000 young people from all 

over the country to the heart of the South.  Imagine 

bussing 1,000 to Six Flags for a day at the park and 
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the wonderful Christian camaraderie that this 

undertaking provided.  Our young people from the 

area churches got to know each other and work 

together for a year planning and providing very 

valuable experiences for themselves and countless 

others. 

Growth continued through 1989 and totaled 272 

members by the end of the year.  In early 

November, Pastor Larry Zahn, who had been the 

shepherd of the congregation since it’s beginning, 

accepted a call to King of Kings Lutheran Church 

in Maitland, Florida.  For nearly a year we were 

without a full time shepherd; however with the help 

of Pastor Mark Haefner as our vacancy pastor, the 

leadership of the lay leaders, and most of all the 

help of God, our numbers at worship continued to 

grow and the plans for an education building were 

completed during the summer and early fall of 1990.  

The members did a large percentage of the labor 

and dedication took place November 18th.  On that 

same date, Pastor Edward Schuppe, a former 

classmate of Pastor Zahn’s, was installed as the new 

pastor after serving 13 ½ years at Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church in Jacksonville, Florida.  He 

brought with him his wife, Joyce, and 3 daughters.   

By the end of 1993, there were 417 members on the 

rolls with an average attendance for the year of 220 

each Sunday.  Gwinnett County continued to grow 

rapidly and a long range planning committee was 

created late that year to explore new ways to reach 

out to the many new residents.   

In 1994, a group of concerned parents and 

interested members began to work toward the 

creation of a school as a part of the mission of Sola 

Fide Lutheran Church.  Our efforts were rewarded 

in August 1995 when the multigraded elementary 

school opened with two teachers; Kris (Boehm) 

Blaho taught the lower grades and Brent 

Bloomquist taught the upper grades.  There were 19 

students that year.  Supported by many members of 

the church who contributed their time, talent and 

material the school thrived and grew. By August of 

1996, school enrollment had grown to 31 students.  

Growth continued during the second and third 

years of the school peaking at over 40 students.  A 

decision was made to add a third teacher to the staff 

to provide even better educational opportunities. 

Rapid membership growth also necessitated the 

calling of an additional pastor.  Pastor David 

Schneider was installed in July of 1995. He was 

assigned directly from the synod as a new graduate.  

He brought Kristin (Twist), his wife, along and she 

had been trained as a WELS teacher-a blessing for 

additional input for our school. 

During 1995 and 1996, it became evident that the 

congregation was quickly outgrowing their existing 

facilities and the need to move toward active land 

acquisition was pressing.  In a period of six weeks 

beginning in early December 1996, Sola Fide moved 

from a “land locked” owner of four acres of land to 

approving the purchase of twenty-two acres of land 

on Webb Ginn House Road, a mile and a half from 

the current property. The Church Council acted to 

make an offer on the full 22 acres on December 16, 

1996, contingent on the approval of the 

Congregation and assurance of financing.  The 

Wisconsin Synod Board of Trustees assured 
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financing of the property.  On January 12, 1997, 

the congregation approved the purchase of the land 

under terms agreed to with the owner.  On March 

15, we closed on the property.   

Peace Presbyterian Church purchased our existing 

church property and for a time we worshipped at 

the facility at 875 Scenic Highway with several 

congregations sharing the building at alternate 

worship times.  God granted much grace as they 

were paying the mortgage, we were paying the 

upkeep and saving money towards our new 

building each month. 

Many plans, meetings and hard work went into 

determining what our new facility should look like 

and how it should be built.  It was decided that a 

multipurpose building would fit our immediate 

needs and provide opportunities in the future to 

expand the lower level to a full sized auditorium if 

so needed. Many meetings and unexpected 

requirements for land preparation kept us busy in 

the ensuing months. On July 23rd, 2000 we had our 

first service and on October 15th, 2000 we 

dedicated our new facility at 1307 Webb Ginn 

House Road.  The property also contained a large 

storage metal building and a home that was 

improved and used as a parsonage for Pastor 

Schuppe and his family.   

In addition to our school with grades K-8, God had 

also enabled us to add a Four-year- old Pre-

Kindergarten class and a Little Lambs program for 

two and three-year-olds.  Our staff had grown and 

the number of volunteers continued to grow as 

opportunities presented themselves.  

Many other changes came in 2000-2001.  In 2000, 

Pastor David Schneider accepted a call to Texas 

leaving us with just one minister.  Jon Woldt 

changed positions from teacher and principal in the 

school to Staff Minister in 200l, and Chris Fischer 

was called to teach the upper grades and be our new 

principal.  Thus we were back to 2 called workers 

for the church.  In  the summer of 2001, Pastor 

Edward Schuppe took a call to serve as Mission 

Counselor for the South Atlantic and Southeast 

Wisconsin Districts of the WELS.  We had a dinner 

on August 12, 200l to thank him and his family for 

serving Sola Fide the past 11 years.  There was a 

vacancy once again. Pastor Fred Piepenbrink served 

as our vacancy pastor until Pastor Michael Schultz 

accepted the call.  He was currently serving in 

Arizona. Pastor Schultz arrived with his wife, Karen, 

and three children and was installed on December 9, 
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200l.  They took residence in the parsonage. Later 

they purchased their own home and the parsonage 

has since been used for meetings, the children’s sale 

and other uses. Over the past years and during the 

next few years there were many changes in school 

staff: Kris Blaho taught from 1995-96; Brent 

Bloomquist 1995-1999; Denice Bloomquist 1996-

98; Nicole (Wentker) Zech 1997-98; Jeanette 

(Ewart) Lapp from 1998-2003; Trisha Engelbrecht 

1998-99; Mindy Schariaman-1999; Tiffany Gehl 

2000; Amy (Hopp) Cain 2000-03; Chris Fischer 

2001-04; Luke Hartzell 2003-present; Karen Schultz 

2003-present. When Jon Woldt took a call in June 

of 2004, it once again left 1 called worker just for 

the church. 

On January 30, 2006, we signed a sales contract on 

12 acres of our property to a buyer who plans to 

develop it.  It was projected to take 18 months to 

get it before the Gwinnett Co. Board of 

Commissioners for rezoning approval. In 

September, 2007, we learned that it was indeed 

approved and we should be able to close on the sale 

of this portion of our property in approximately 30 

days, leaving us with 10 acres. Our rural Webb Ginn 

House Road has changed dramatically in the past 

year; The Avenue, a huge shopping area, has been 

built along both sides of our road from Scenic 

Highway (124) to near our church.  An assisted 

living facility will be next door and provide a 

wonderful opportunity to witness to these new 

residents to our neighborhood.    

Our school and Pre-K growth and meeting space 

needs required that we provide more space.  We 

purchased a modular building; it gave us 2 

additional rooms.  Gregg Burkhalter developed and 

has kept an excellent updated website for our 

church and school.  We also began the C.A.R.E. 

groups again to meet the needs of our fellow 

brothers and sisters in Christ. Pioneer Groups have 

been established as well as morning and evening 

Bible studies during the week and Sunday morning 

Bible Class. Bible History and Confirmation classes 

continue.  Thursday evening services are once again 

available. Bible information classes are ongoing.  A 

nursery is staffed during Bible Class and our second 

worship service. VBS is provided every summer.  

An active Women’s group has been up and running 

and will be hosting the District Women’s fall 

meeting here in October 2006. After not having a 

vicar for 12 years, we received one in August 2007 

for this year, Mr. Kelly Huet.  He will be here 

working and learning until summer of 2008 assisting 

Pastor Michael Schultz and members of our 

congregation with his gifts.  His wife, Katie, is a 

WELS trained teacher and will be an asset to our 

congregation as well.  Our average attendance per 

Sunday is 182 and we have 19 students in our 

school at this time. 

We are very optimistic for the future for our 

congregation as we are reassured with the words 

from the prophet Jeremiah.  “For I know the plans 

I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper 

you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 

and a future.” -Jeremiah 29:11 

Indeed, we have been blessed over the past 30 years 

and we thank God for the faithful workers he has 

called to Sola Fide to serve him and his people. 

By Judy Zech, September 2007, for 30th anniversary 

celebration. 
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Following are updates since September 2007 leading up to 

our 40th anniversary celebration on July 30, 2017. 

 

Many changes have taken place since our 30th 

anniversary in 2007.  Gwinnett County has 

continued to grow rapidly and many new stores, 

restaurants and shops have been added to the Web 

Gin/124 area near our church. A retirement home, 

Sunrise, has been built and become our next door 

neighbor. The pastors serve them with a service 

weekly and we have one of our own members 

living there and being served.  

When in the fall of 2007 12 acres of our property 

was sold to a developer, our former parsonage was 

sold as well and we were down to the church 

building and school combination, the modular, and 

a storage building.  We put the money aside for the 

future and waited to determine what building 

projects would be needed in the future.   

Since Jon Woldt left in 2004, we had been 

employing only l pastor, and it was determined that 

we should call a second pastor from the graduating 

class of synod and Daniel Berg was called in May of 

2008.  

Our school continued to grow and many changes 

took place in staffing and classes during the past 

ten years. Our increased enrollments starting 

pressing our classroom sizes, and for a time we 

used the side of the church downstairs for the upper 

grades classroom. It had to be dismantled for 

church on Sundays and then reassembled for classes 

during the next week.  Jeremiah Schmeige, our 

principal and upper grades teacher, made many 

sacrifices during that time to work with our tight 

spaces and give our older students his best efforts in 

that space.  

In October of 2012, Pastor Michael Schultz, took a 

call from the Wisconsin Synod to be the Project 

Director for a new hymnal, leaving us with one 

pastor again.  Karen, his wife, was teaching the 

lower grades and she stayed until the end of school 

in 2013, completing 10 years teaching, the longest 

time of any of our teachers to this day.    

During the next few years there were many changes 

with staff and classroom divisions. Our students 

seemed to thrive and we had several stay their entire 

elementary years in our school.   

For nearly two years, we had one pastor and then 

called Pastor Michael Kober, formerly from 

Memphis, Tennessee. He came in the summer of 

2014 with his wife Renee, daughter, Sarah, and sons, 

Isaiah and Simeon. Renee is a WELS certified 

teacher and the 3 children added 3 more students to 

our classrooms. Pastor Kober was called as the 

Senior pastor. He came just as we were beginning 

another big building project. 

It became apparent that we could use more 

classroom space, a space for dinners and fellowship 

area, workroom and office space. Our kitchen did 

not have a stove due to not having an exhaust hood, 

so it proved difficult to provide hot lunches for the 

students once a week with these facilities. All the 

food had to be cooked ahead and brought in or 

made in a crock pot for our dinners, hot lunch and 

fellowship activities.  It was also time to do some 

remodeling in the church building. 



7 

SOLI DEO GLORIA 

 500 &40 Years of Thankfulness       

We removed the carpet in the sanctuary and stained 

the concrete on the floor. After having chairs in the 

church since it was built and having to reassemble 

them for fellowship dinners, set up tables, and 

reconstruct the upper grades classroom after the 

meals, it was determined to purchase used pews 

from a neighboring church. In 2016, the carpet on 

the altar was removed and travertine white tile was 

installed on the steps and altar area. The church wall 

was painted a darker color near the altar and the 

stained glass and a table for communion ware and 2 

chairs for the pastors were purchased for the altar 

area.  

A new 9, 000 square foot building which would 

house 5 classrooms, secretary’s office, workroom, 

large industrial kitchen and  a very large fellowship 

area (great hall) was designed and begun in 2015. As 

in our church, it took many months to get all the 

necessary paperwork and approval from Gwinnett 

County to begin.  We were able to occupy in during 

the fall of 2016 and the new classrooms, kitchen, 

and fellowship hall were real blessings for the 

congregation. The former classroom areas in the 

church building were repurposed. A room for 

science experiments and storage of materials took 

over the middle grades classroom. The lower grades 

classroom became a chapel where Wednesday night 

services are held. The kitchen at the back of the 

sanctuary had the refrigerators and oven removed, 

and some cupboard doors removed to make space 

for a cry room and children’s playthings to be 

organized.  The opening that had been a pass 

through for coffee and drinks was closed with a 

window so that you could see the service and hear 

through piped in sound. Both of the pastors’ offices 

remain in the church. 

The modular building had seen many better days 

and was dismantled and hauled away. 

Outside a huge playground with new equipment is 

available for the school and other activities. It has 

been a real change in the looks of the property and 

given us so much additional space. 

We continue to have Women’s Bible Study, Men’s 

Bible Study, Confirmation and Bible History classes, 

new information classes, serve Sunrise services once 

a week at our next door retirement center, have a 

Wednesday night mid-week service, and 2 weekly 

Sunday services with Bible Study for adults and 

Sunday school for the children through 8th grade. 

We continue to have a Vacation Bible School every 

summer, a pre-school, pre-k and kindergarten 

through 8th grade day school. Our school serves 

many of our own students, but also serves as a 

ministry to the community to teach their children 

God’s Word and truths.   

This year is the 500th year celebration of the theses 

posted on Castle Church door by Martin Luther, the 

beginning of the Reformation,  and the 40th 

anniversary of our congregation.  We’ve undertaken 

a fund drive to celebrate these two and have used 

funds for some of the renovations.    

Our first pastor, Larry Zahn just retired from the 

ministry after 40 years and will be the speaker on 

July 30th, 2017, our 40th anniversary service at Sola 

Fide. We have come a long way since our 

beginnings at the Kindercare in 1977. God has 

blessed our called workers with many gifts, our 

congregation with many talents, and our school with 

the truth and knowledge only God can provide.  

Our church teaches us how to share the gospel in 

truth and purity. May God provide each of us as our 

seasonings newsletter states every month, “Let our 

conversations always be full of grace, seasoned with 

salt, so that you may know how to answer 

everyone”. Colossians 4:6. 
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Karen Schultz 2003-2013 

Luke Hartzell 2003-2009 

Kathy Selstad 2009-present 

Mara Nass 2013-2014 

Nicole (Wentker) Zech 2014-2015 

Jeanette (Ewart) Lapp 2015-2016 

Kathleen Van Orman 2012-present 

Renee Kober 2015-2017 

Kris (Boehm) Blaho 2015-present 

Megan Plocher 2016-2017 

Mariah Schoof 2017-present  

 

Pre-K and Little Lambs 

Jenny Clifford 

Jaime Fischer 

Kristin Schneider 

Suzanne Zech  

Nicole (Wentker) Zech  

Diana Peirce 

Carla Hale 

Julie Manley 

Jo Anna Pittman 

Julie Velchek 

Nancy Supper 

Shannon Gostchock 

Joan Blaho 

Kelly Dunlap 

Caroline Elcombe 

Afton Miller 

Kim Hames 

Lesa McCauley 

Cathy Kasper 

Teresa Blackwell 

Harri Bruun 

Rachael (Eubanks) Berg 

Jenny Schumacher 

Dawne Childress 

Pastors 

Larry Zahn 1977-89 

Edward Schuppe 1990-2001 

David Schneider 1995-2000 

Michael Schultz 2001-2012 

Daniel Berg 2008-present 

Michael Kober 2014-present 

 

Staff Minister 

Jon Woldt 2002-2004 

 

Vicars 

Jeff Bovee 1988-1989 

John Veiths 1989-1990 

Ernie Schultz 1990-1991 

Kurt Koeplin 1991-1992 

Todd DeNoyer 1992-1993 

Joel Otto 1993-1994 

Michael Zarling 1994-1995 

Kelly Huet 2007-2008 

 

Principals 

Brent Bloomquist 1995-1999 

Jon Woldt 1999-2001 

Chris Fischer 2001-2004 

Luke Hartzell 2004-2009 

Jeremiah Schmiege 2009-present 

 

Teachers 

Kris (Boehm) Blaho 1995-96 

Brent Bloomquist 1995-99 

Denice Bloomquist 1996-98 

Nicole (Wentker) Zech 1997-98 

Jeanette (Ewart) Lapp 1998-2003 

Trisha Engelbrecht 1998-99 

Jon Woldt 1999-2001 

Mindy Schariaman 1999 

Tiffany Gehl 2000 

Amy (Hopp) Cain 2000-03 

Chris Fischer 2001-04 


