
1. According to what should all teachings be judged? 
 
The only rule and norm according to which all teachings, together with all teachers, should be evaluated and 
judged are the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures of the Old and New Testament alone. FC 1 
 

2. Since the Fall of Adam what is true of all who are naturally born?   
 
All who are naturally born are born with sin, that is, without the fear of God, without trust in God, and with 
the inclination to sin…[which] damns and brings eternal death on those who are not born anew through 
Baptism and the Holy Spirit. AC II.1-2 
 

3. What is the Law?  
 
The Law teaches what is right and pleasing to God, and it rebukes everything that is sin and contrary to God’s 
will. F V.3 
 

4. What is the chief office or force of the Law?  
 
The chief office or force of the Law is to reveal original sin with all its fruit. SA III.II.4 
 

5. What is the Gospel?  
 
The Gospel is properly the kind of teaching that shows what a person who has not kept the Law (and 
therefore is condemned by it) is to believe. F V.5a 
 
 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 
 

6. First Commandment 
 
We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things. 
 

7. Second Commandment 
 
We should fear and love God that we do not use his name to curse, swear, lie, or deceive, or use witchcraft, 
but call upon God’s name in every trouble, pray, praise and give thanks. 
 

8. Third Commandment 
 
We should fear and love God that we do not despise preaching and his word, but regard it as holy and gladly 
hear and learn it. 
 

9. Fourth Commandment 
 
We should fear and love God that we do not dishonor or anger our parents and others in authority, but 
honor, serve and obey them, and give them love and respect. 
 

10. Fifth Commandment 
 
We should fear and love God that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in his body, but help and befriend 
him in every bodily need. 
 



11. Sixth Commandment 
 
We should fear and love God that we lead a pure and decent life in words and actions, and that husband and 
wife love and honor each other. 
 

12. Seventh Commandment 
 
We should fear and love God that we do not take our neighbor’s money or property, or get it by dishonest 
dealing, but help him to improve and protect his property and means of income. 
 

13. Eighth Commandment 
 
We should fear and love God that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, betray him, or give him a bad name, 
but defend him, speak well of him and take his words and actions in the kindest possible way. 
 

14. Ninth Commandment 
 
We should fear and love God that we do not scheme to get our neighbor’s inheritance or house, or obtain it 
by a show of right, but do all we can to help him keep it. 
 

15. Tenth Commandment 
 
We should fear and love God that we do not force or entice away our neighbor’s spouse, workers, or animals, 
but urge them to stay and do their duty. 
 

16. What does God say about all these Commandments? 
 
He says, “I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the 
third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who 
love me and keep my commandments.” 
 

17. What does this mean? 
 
God threatens to punish all who transgress these commandments.  Therefore we should fear his anger and 
not disobey what he commands.  But he promises grace and every blessing to all who keep these 
commandments.  Therefore we should love and trust in him and gladly obey what he commands. 
 
 
 
 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

18. What do you believe about the Trinity?   
 
God is one divine essence who is eternal, without a body, without parts, of infinite power, wisdom, and 
goodness.  He is the maker and preserver of all things, visible and invisible.  Yet there are three persons, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  These three persons are of the same essence and power. AC I.2b-3 
 

19. What is the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed? 
 
I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 



 
20. What does this mean? 

 
I believe that God created me and all that exists, that he gave me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my 
members, my mind and all my abilities.  And I believe that God still preserves me by richly and daily 
providing clothing and shoes, food and drink, property and home, spouse and children, land, cattle, and all I 
own, and all I need to keep my body and life.  God also preserves me by defending me against all danger, 
guarding and protecting me from all evil.  All this God does only because he is my good and merciful Father 
in heaven and not because I have earned or deserved it.  For all this I ought to thank and praise to serve and 
obey him.  This is most certainly true. 
 

21. How long did it take God to create all things and what did he use?  
 
God created all things in six days by his Word. 
 

22. What is the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed? 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third 

day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
23. What does this mean? 

 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the 

virgin Mary, is my Lord. 

He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins, from death and 

from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver, but with his holy, precious blood and with his innocent 

suffering and death. 

All this he did that I should be his own, and live under him in his kingdom, and serve him in everlasting 

righteousness, innocence and blessedness, just as he has risen from death and lives and rules eternally. 

This is most certainly true. 

 
24. What is the incarnation?  

 
The Word, that is the Son of God, assumed the human nature in the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  AC 
III.1  
 

25. How many natures does Christ have?  
 
There are two natures – the divine and the human – inseparably joined in one person.  There is one Christ, 
true God and true man, who was born of the Virgin Mary, truly suffered, was crucified, died and was buried. 
AC III.2 
 

26. Why did God become Man?  
 
He did this to reconcile the Father to us and to be a sacrifice, not only for original guilt, but also for all actual 
sins of mankind. AC III.3 
 

27. What else has Christ done?  



 
He also descended into hell, and truly rose again on the third day.  Afterward, He ascended into heaven to sit 
at the right hand of the Father.  There He forever reigns and has dominion over all creatures.  AC III.4 
 

28. What does Christ do for believers?  
 
He sanctifies those who believe in Him, by sending the Holy Spirit into their hearts to rule, comfort and make 
them alive.  He defends them against the devil and the power of sin. AC III.5 
 

29. What else will Christ do?  
 
The same Christ will openly come again to judge the living and the dead. AC III.6 
 

30. Are people justified, or declared innocent, before God by their works?  
 
People cannot be justified before God by their own strength, merits, or works. AC IV.1 
 

31. How are people justified?  
 
People are freely justified for Christ’s sake, through faith, when they believe that they are received into favor 
and that their sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake. AC IV.2a 
 

32. What does it mean to become Lord?  
 
He has redeemed me from sin, from the devil, from death, and from all evil.  LC II.27 
 

33. What is the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed? 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
34. What does this mean? 

 
I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to him. 

But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, sanctified and kept me in the 

true faith.  In the same way he calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, 

and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 

In this Christian church he daily and fully forgives all sins to me and all believers. 

On the Last Day he will raise me and all the dead and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. 

This is most certainly true. 

  

35. How does the Holy Spirit make you holy or sanctify you?  
 
By the Christian Church, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. LC 
II.41 
 

36. Explain that further?  
 
The Spirit has His own congregation in the world, which is the mother that conceives and bears every 
Christian through God’s Word.  . LC II.42 



 
37. How is one justified before God?  

 
Through faith, as St. Peter says, we have a new and clean heart, and God will and does account us entirely 
righteous and holy for the sake of Christ, our Mediator. SA XIII.1 
 

38. How do we obtain this faith?  
 
So that we may obtain this faith, the ministry of teaching the Gospel and administering the Sacraments was 
instituted.  AC V.1 
 

39. What does the Holy Spirit do through the Word and Sacraments?  
 
He works faith, when and where it pleases God, in those who hear the good news that God justifies those 
who believe that they are received into grace for Christ’s sake. AC V.2-3 
 

40. Since we are justified by faith do we not have to do good works?  
 
Faith is bound to bring forth good fruit.  It is necessary to do good works commanded by God, because of 
God’s will.  We should not rely on those works to merit justification before God.  AC VI.1 
 
 
 
 

41. What is the Church?  
 
The Church is the congregation of saints in which the Gospel is purely taught and the Sacraments are 
correctly administered. AC VII.1 
 

42. Finish this sentence: Thank God a seven-year old child knows what the Church is namely,  
 
The holy believers and lambs who hear the voice of their Shepherd. SA XII.2 
 

43. Is there forgiveness outside the Christian Church?  
 
Outside of this Christian Church, where the Gospel is not found, there is no forgiveness, as also there can be 
no holiness. LC II.56 
 

44. Does man have a free will?  
 
A person’s will has some freedom to choose civil righteousness and to do things subject to reason. AC 
XVIII.1 
 

45. Is man’s will free to work the righteousness of God?  
 
It has no power without the Holy Spirit, to work the righteousness of God, that is, spiritual righteousness.  
AC XVIII.2 
 

46. How else can you explain Scripture’s teaching on free will?  
 
In spiritual matters the understanding and reason of mankind are completely blind and by their own powers 
understand nothing. F II.1 



 
47. How then can God’s will be done among us if we are so blind?  

 
God the Holy Spirit does not bring about conversion without means.  For this purpose he uses the preaching 
and hearing of God’s Word…As Christ says, Apart from me you can do nothing. F II.4,5 
 

48. How does a Christian do good works?  
 
Such faith, renewal, and forgiveness of sins are followed by good works. SA XIII.2 
 
 

 


